
CALL FOR PROPOSALS
Christchurch, New Zealand | 30 June to 4 July 2024

The International Association for Media and Communication Research (IAMCR) invites the 
submission of abstracts for its 2024 conference, which will be held from 30 June to 4 July 2024, 
hosted by the University of Canterbury in Ōtautahi Christchurch, New Zealand. The deadline for 
submission is 7 February 2024, at 23h59 UTC.

IAMCR conferences address many diverse topics defined by our 33 thematic sections and working 
groups. We also propose a single central theme to be explored throughout the conference with the
aim of generating and exploring multiple perspectives. This is accomplished through plenary and 
special sessions, as well as in some of the sessions of the sections and working groups. 

The 2024 central theme is Whiria te tāngata / Weaving people together: Communicative projects
of decolonising, engaging, and listening. 

Whiria te tāngata, weaving people together in English, is a Māori proverb (whakataukī) about the 
strength that comes through common purpose. The whakataukī highlights multiple issues that we 
invite conference participants to explore.

1. It invites analysis of commonality in mediated communication, given the weaker power of 
place-based mass media, the rise of algorithmic culture, the challenges of engaging with 
difference in multicultural contexts and the crises facing neoliberal globalisation.

2. The use of a Māori proverb also invites particular attention to analysis of indigenous 
communication and other attempts to challenge or rework colonial structures.

3. More broadly, the theme invites reflection on the terms and models appropriate to 
describe contemporary communication, including the political and moral goals embedded 
in them. It therefore also points to alternative ways of theorising or evaluating 
communication alongside dominant imaginaries such as the public, and of the colonial and 
gendered histories that are part of those imaginaries.

4. Weaving emphasises the agency of the communicator and directs attention to the valuing 
of communication as a project or skill, whether that is focused on social change, 
community or economic gain.

5. Weaving also reminds us of the goal of a conference to build common purpose amongst 
participants.

Not all submissions have to address the central theme. See the calls for proposals of individual 
sections and working groups for additional information about their themes. 
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Guidelines for abstracts
Abstracts must be submitted to a section or working group or Flow34 through the abstract 
submission system. Abstracts should be between 300 and 500 words, unless a particular Section or
Working Group establishes its own guidelines in this respect. 

Abstracts must be submitted exclusively through IAMCR’s submission system from 4 December 
2023 through 7 February 2024, at 23.59 UTC. 

It is expected that each person will submit only one (1) abstract. However, under no circumstances 
should there be more than two (2) abstracts bearing the name of the same author, either 
individually or as part of any group of authors. The same abstract, or a version with minor 
variations in title or content, must not be submitted to more than one Section or Working Group. 
Such submissions will be deemed to be in breach of the conference guidelines and will be rejected 
by the abstract submission system, by the Head of the Section or Working Group or by the 
Conference Programme Reviewer. Authors submitting the same work to multiple Sections or 
Working Groups risk being removed entirely from the conference programme.

Technical guidelines, if any, are defined by the individual Sections and Working Groups. Before 
submitting, consult the specific CfP of the Section or Working Group. If you have questions contact 
the head of the Section and Working Group that interests you.

For further information, consult the IAMCR Christchurch 2024 website.  

Evaluation criteria
Submitted abstracts will generally be evaluated on the basis of: 

1. Technical merit
2. Readability
3. Originality and/or significance
4. Use of or contribution to theory
5. Relevance to the section or working group

Sections and Working Groups may use additional criteria and may assign different weights to the 
above criteria. Consult the specific CfP or contact the head of the Section and Working Group you 
want to submit to if you have questions.

Languages
Different sections and working groups have different policies regarding languages. Some accept 
abstract and programme sessions in English, French and Spanish while others conduct their 
programmes in only one or two languages. Consult the CfP of your section or working group for 
details of its language policy.

Deadlines and key dates
The deadline to submit abstracts is 7 February 2024, at 23.59 UTC. 

 3 December 2023 - Abstract submission system opens 
 7 February 2024 - Deadline to submit abstracts 
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 11 March 2024 - Abstract decisions announced by sections and working groups 
 18 March 2024 - Deadline to confirm participation 
 18 March 2024 - Deadline to apply for travel grants and awards
 5 May 2024 - Last day for Early bird registration 
 7 June 2024 - Deadline for full paper submission 
 30 June - 4 July - IAMCR Christchurch 2024 Conference 

These dates are subject to change. Any changes will be posted on the conference website.

Conference hosts

The University of Canterbury is an internationally active research university of about 900 
academics and 19,000 students. The university has a strong bicultural commitment and a strategy 
of engagement and empowerment, which in practical terms means a commitment to preparing 
students to make a positive difference in their future, to working with community partners, to 
sustainability and to high quality international research. Its goals align well with IAMCR’s goals, 
including global justice, excellence in research, care for the environment and diversity of thought. 
The conference is organised in partnership with the city’s sub-tribe, Ngāi Tūāhuriri, who are 
manawhenua (the people with authority over the land). Its local organising committee has 
members from seven Aotearoa New Zealand universities.

Conference venue
Ōtautahi Christchurch, Aotearoa New Zealand

Aotearoa New Zealand is a land of immigrants, from the first waka (canoes) 1000 years ago to 
European settlers in the nineteenth century and immigration from the Pacific and Asia since the 
mid-twentieth century. Our welcome to you reflects that distinctive set of identities, including 
strong connections across Te Moana Nui a Kiwa, the Pacific Ocean, and a shared legacy of 
responding to historical and ongoing colonial impacts on health, environment and security. 
Aotearoa New Zealand provides a distinctive place within which to reflect on the contemporary 
and post-colonial, the constraints and opportunities of peripheral communication systems, 
indigenous communication and the global. 

Te Pae Christchurch Convention Centre

The conference will take place at the Te Pae Christchurch Convention Centre, a state-of-the-art 
facility opened in December 2021. One of its most striking features is the 43,000 exterior tiles that 
reflect the Canterbury region's braided rivers, a design element that extends throughout the 
building. It has views of the Avon River and of two of the city’s squares, making it a venue that also
captures the essence of the city. The venue meets high accessibility standards and the conference 
committees aim to accommodate access for all.
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