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INTERNATIONAL ASSOCIATION FOR MEDIA AND COMMUNICATION RESEARCH
ASSOCIATION INTERNATIONALE DES ETUDES ET RECHERCHES SUR 

LʼINFORMATION ET LA COMMUNICATION
ASSOCIACION INTERNACIONAL DES ESTUDIOS DE COMMUNICACION SOCIAL 

Standing Orders (By-laws)
Adopted by the IAMCR General Assembly at it´s Session in 1992

1 - General
1.1 These standing orders may be altered except when they reproduce provisions of the 

Constitution, by a decision of the General Assembly taken by a simple majority of expressed 
votes.

1.2 No standing order may be suspended unless suspension is provided for under an existing 
rule or unless the motion for suspension is carried by a two-thirds  majority of members 
present and voting.

2 - Sessions of the General Assembly

2.1 The date and place of the next general Assembly shall be fixed by the General Assembly at 
its ordinary session.

2.2 The President shall, in consultation with the members of the Executive Board, decide the 
date and place of an extra-ordinary session of the General Assembly.

2.3 The extra-ordinary session of the General Assembly shall take place within a period of no 
more than eight (8) weeks after a request has been submitted.

3 - Adjournment of Sessions

3.1 The General Assemble may decide in the course of its session to adjourn temporarily and 
resume later.

4 - Agenda

4.1 The provisional agenda for the General Assembly shall be submitted to members 
immediately following the meeting of the International Council preparing the agenda. Any 
member may request the inclusion of a supplementary item on the agenda. Such items shall 
be included in the agenda. The General Assembly shall approve the revised agenda as soon 
as possible after the opening of its session.

4.2 The President shall, in consultation with the members of the Executive Board, prepare the 
agenda for an extra-ordinary session of the General Assembly.

4.3 The provisional agenda shall be communicated to all members together with the 
convocation for the extra-ordinary session. Any member may request a supplementary item 
up to the opening of the session. The agenda shall approved as soon as possible after the 
opening of the session.
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5 - Chair of the general Assembly

5.1 At the beginning of a session of the General Assembly the President makes a proposal for 
the election of a vice-chair. The President shall also ask whether there are any nominations 
from the floor. Election shall be by two-third majority of expressed votes.

5.2 The powers of the chair shall be to declare the opening and closing of the sessions of the 
General Assembly, to direct the discussions, ensure observance of the standing orders, 
accord the right to speak, put questions to the vote, and announce decisions. The chair shall 
rule on points of order and shall control the proceedings and the maintenance of order. If the 
chair finds it necessary to be absent during part of the sessions, the vice-chair shall take the 
place of the chair. The vice-chair shall have the same powers and responsibilities as the chair.

6 - Quorum

6.1 At the General Assembly at least ninety (90) paid-up members shall constitute a quorum.

7 - Rules of Debate

 7.1.1 Recognition of speakers:
   The chair shall call speakers in the order in which they signify their wish to speak
 
 7.1.2 Limit of Time:
   The chair may limit the time to be allowed each speaker, subject to a negative motion  

  from the floor.
 
 7.1.3 List of Speakers:
   The chair may, during the course of a debate, announce the list of speakers and   

  declare the list closed; a right of reply may, though, be accorded after the closure of   
  the list, if desirable.

7.2 Motions: General Rules & Background
a. A member makes a motion. He/she uses the word ”move” to introduce a proposal for 

action he/she wants the General Assembly to consider. Motions can be introduced in the 
form of a resolution. In complex proposals it is recommended that the member prepares 
the motion in writing.

b. Another member seconds the motion. If there is no second to  a motion, the chair will 
announce that the motion is not before the meeting     and move on to the next item. 
Seconding only implies that one wants to see  the posal discussed. It involves no 
agreement with the contents of the motion. Motions can be seconded, precisely because 
one wants to see an official rejection of the proposal in the minutes of the meeting.

c. The chair states the question on the motion. This step brings the motion formally 
before the General Assembly. Now the motion is pending and open to debate. Stating 
the question implies that the chair reads the precise the text of the motion and invites 
debate. The chair can require any motion to be in writing before stating the question. 
Before the chair states the question, the maker of the motion has the right to modify 
or withdraw the motion. As soon as the motion is pending, this can only be done with 
the General Assembly’s consent. Modifying the motion during the General Assembly’s 
debate can only be done through the procedure of Amendment (see 7.2.1.). Before 
the chair states the question, any member can ask whether the maker of the motion 
would accept a proposed modification. The maker can respond to this by accepting the 
modification. No new second is needed in this case, even if the original second now 
withdraws. 
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 The chair may also instead of stating the question rule that the motion is out of order. 
Main motions that are not in order are in general the following:
• motions that violate rules enshrined in the Constitution;
• motions that present the same proposal as rejected in a previous motion; motions 

that conflict with proposals that have been temporarily suspended;
• motions that propose actions that are outside the constitutional remit of the General 

Assembly.
 If the chair expects general support for the motion, he/she can propose to adopt the 

motion with unanimous consent. If there is objection to this, the chair must state the 
question and allow for debate.

 Procedure
a. The motion is debated by the embers of the Assembly. In this debate the maker of the 

motion has the first right to speak.
b. The chair puts the motion to the vote. When the debate is closed, the chair clarifies 

the precise proposal the Assembly is expected to act upon. If there is the possibility of 
unclarity, the chair should ascertain that members understand the effect of their vote.

c. The chair The chair announces the result of the vote

7.2.1 Subsidiary motions
 When an amendment to a proposal is moved, the amendment shall be voted on first. When 

two or more amendments to a proposal are moved, the General Assembly shall first vote on 
the amendment deemed by the chair to be furthest removed in substance from the original 
proposal; if one or more amendments are adopted, the amended proposal is voted upon.

7.2.2 Privileged motions
 The General Assembly adopts six types of motions that, subject to the priority of Points 

of Order, shall have precedence in the following order over all other motions before the 
General Assembly: 

 • to call for orders of the day;
 • to suspend the session;
 • to adjourn the session;
 • to adjourn the debate on the item under discussion;
 • to close the debate on the item under discussion;
 • to fix the time to which to adjourn.

7.2.3 Incidental motions
 A point of order may be put during the course of the debate; it shall be decided upon 

immediately by the chair; an appealmay lie against such a ruling which shall be put to the 
vote immediately and it shall stand unless it is overruled by the simple majority of members 
present.

7.2.4 Voting
 The General Assembly shall vote on motions by show of hands or by voice and by simple 

majority of expressed votes

8 - Nominations and Elections

8.1 Postal Voting for members of the Executive Board
 

8.1.1 A Technical Election Committee composed of three members appointed by the    
 International Council will oversee the postal voting procedure and a Tellers     
 Committee will process the ballot. 
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8.1.2 Candidacy Procedure
 Each candidate, who must be a paid-up member, should be sponsored by five paid-  
 up members from at least two different countries.
 
8.1.3 The notification of candidacy (and a 100 word curriculum vitae) must be sent by 

candidates - by registered letter - and be received by the Technical Election 
Committee ninety (90) days before the session of the General Assembly.

8.1.4 Candidates can only apply to one category of office of the Executive Board. 
 
8.1.5 Voting Procedure
 All paid-up members will receive the following material which will be sent no later 

that sixty (60) days before the session of the General Assembly:
 • one ballot paper containing the names of all candidates for each office of the    

 Executive Board;
 • curriculum vitae of each Candidate;
 • one voting envelope for the returned ballot paper;
 • one pre-printed return envelope.
 Members should sign over the backflap of the return envelope, which must be 

received by the Technical Election Committee no later than twenty-one (21) days 
before the session of the General Assembly.

 
8.1.6 Timetable and Procedure for Processing the Ballot 
 A Tellers Committee of seven (7) members already present and registered for the 

Scientific Conference will be randomly drawn under supervision of the Technical 
Election Committee just before the ceremonial opening session, on the evening 
preceding the first day of the Conference.

8.1.7 The Tellers Committee will process the votes brought by the Technical Election 
Committee during the first day of the Scientific Conference.

 
8.1.8 The Tellers Committee will announce the results of the ballot on that same day.

8.1.9 Unsuccessful candidates for the Executive Board may still apply for election to the 
International Council which will take place under the following procedures on the 
following days of the Scientific Conference.

8.2 Nominations and Elections for the International Council
 

8.2.1 The General Assembly mandates the International Council to appoint, one year prior 
to the election , a Nominating committee. This committee shall be directly 
accountable to the General Assembly. It shall consist of two members from the 
Executive Board and three members from the International Council. 

 
8.2.2 The President shall not be a member of the Nominating Committee.
 
8.2.3 The Executive Board and the International Council in their meetings shall seek 

nominations for the nominating committee from the floor and elect nominees by 
vote. The vote can be by voice or show of hands and by simple majority of expressed 
votes.



5

8.2.4 The nominating committee appoints its own chair and secretary. The committee 
conducts its business independently of the officers of the Association, except for the 
verification of membership status of nominees and supporting votes.

 
8.2.5 Each nomination transmitted by members of the Association to the Nominating 

Committee should be supported by at least two paid-up members of the Association.
 
8.2.6 The Nominating Committee shall contact each person whom it wishes to nominate in 

order to obtain his/her acceptance of the nomination.

8.2.7 The Nominating Committee shall be called upon by the chair of the General 
Assembly to present its report. After the formal presentation of the report, the 
Nominating Committee is discharged.

8.2.8 After the Nominating Committee has presented its report, the chair of the General 
Assembly invites nominations from the floor. The chair repeats the name that was 
submitted by the Nominating Committee, as he calls for additional nominations. 
Nominations from the floor should be supported by at least two paid-up members of 
the Association. After the closure of nominations by the chair, a majority vote is 
required to re- open them.

8.2.9 The chair of the General Assembly appoints at least two tellers to organize and 
supervise the distributing, collecting and counting of the ballots, and to report the 
vote. After reading the teller’s report, the chair announces the results of the vote.

9 - Standing Orders for the International Council*

9.1 The International Council adopts Standing orders for the conduct of its business. 
 These orders are adopted by simple majority of expressed votes. These standing orders can 

be modified or suspended by the International Council by simple majority of expressed 
votes. The standing orders shall not contain provisions that are in conflict with the 
Constitution.

9.2 At the meetings of the International Council at least fifteen (15) members of the Council 
attending shall constitute a quorum.

9.3 The International Council shall for its debates follow the standing orders as adopted by the 
General Assembly

9.4 Proposals for the establishment of International Council committees shall be made by 
motion from International Council members and voted upon by simple majority of 
expressed votes. Nominations for committees shall be invited by the President from the floor 
and elections shall be by show of hands or by voice and by simple majority of expressed 
votes. Nominations can be made for those members of the Association who are not presently 
member of the International Council. In such cases those nominating should have obtained 
the assurance of nominees that they shall accept the nomination. The time of service on 
committees shall not exceed eight (8) years consecutively.

*Standing orders on Postal Voting were adopted at the 1994 General Assembly when the decision 
to proceed with postal voting was taken.


